QUICK FACTS
TOBACCO LAWS FOR TEENS

. If you are under the age of 18 years, it
is illegal to possess, smoke, chew, or
ingest tobacco. It is also illegal to
purchase or attempt to purchase
tobacco.

. If you are under the age of 18 years

and use a Minnesota driver’s license,
permit, or identification card to
purchase or attempt to purchase
tobacco, your driver’s license may be
suspended for 90 days.

. If you lend or allow another person

under the age of 18 years to use your
driver’s license, permit, or
identification card to purchase or
attempt to purchase tobacco, you may
lose your license for 90 days.

. If you are under the age of 18 years
and commit a second or subsequent
juvenile tobacco offense, your license
may be revoked until you reach the age
of 18, or for a period of one year,
whichever is longer.

. Anyone who sells tobacco to a person

under the age of 18 years will be
charged an administrative penalty.
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for the Program?

Why the

Youth
Accountability
Program?

The program is offered by
the Dakota County
Attorney’s Office as an
alternative to court to
juveniles involved in
illegal use of tobacco
products.

What are the

Components

of the Program?

1. The juvenile must attend a two and one-half hour
educational class. The class is taught by staff of the
Dakota County Public Health Department.

2. A parent must attend a one hour educational class.

3. The juvenile must pay a fee at the start of the class.

4. The class focuses on:
o Advertising techniques used by tobacco
companies to manipulate youth.
* Types of chemicals found in tobacco.
* Costs associated with tobacco.
* How to quit.
¢ Health benefits of quitting.
* Legal consequences of using tobacco.

What Happens

when a juvenile doesn’t choose
(N ] []
to participate in the Program?

More than 80% of smokers
started before the age of 18.

Smoking kills more Americans each year than
alcohol, cocaine, crack, heroin, homicide, suicide,
car accidents, fires and AIDS COMBINED!!

What Benefits

are provided
through the Program?

Helpful information on how to quit
using tobacco.

Educational information on the dangers of
tobacco as well as the legal and financial
consequences of using tobacco.

The juvenile’s citation will be dismissed after
attendance at the class so there will not be a
court record that the juvenile committed

the offense.

The cost of the class is less than the
court fine.

The County Attorney’s Office will notify the
Court to process the juvenile’s citation.

The juvenile will be notified of a date to
appear in court or to pay a fine.

If the juvenile is found to have committed the
offense, he/she will be required to pay a fine.

The juvenile will have a court record of having
committed the offense.



